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Jane Austen’s House, home of England’s finest novelist
# and where she revised and wrote all her ground-

b breaking novels, is seeking a new Chair of Trustees to

i take this vibrant museum and literary house into its next
phase.

» The current Chair has steered the museum through its
J& transformation into a Charitable Incorporated

- Organisation, through key Austen bicentenaries in 2013
and 2017, past the challenges of the pandemic-related
closure and staggered re-opening, to the completion of
- major capital works to replace the House’s 70-year-old
roof.

We now seek an inspirational individual with experience
% and dedication to take the House forward as it prepares
¢ to mark 250 years since Jane Austen’s birth in 1775,
while continuing to develop innovative interpretation
and programming to be enjoyed by a truly global

audience.




Jane Austen’s House is among the most important literary =
sites in the world, with an unparalleled collection of Austen =
' related artefacts. The Grade 1listed 16" century cottage it
occupies was the home of Jane Austen for the last eight

J years of her life. While living here Jane Austen revised her
earlier works, Sense and Sensibility, Pride and Prejudice

and Northanger Abbey, and wrote three new novels,

Mansfield Park, Emma and Persuasion.

= Inthelate 1940s Mr T. Edward Carpenter, a London
solicitor, read that members of the informal literary
society that was to become the Jane Austen Society
= wanted to establish the house as a public museum and
offered to take on the project. Mr Carpenter purchased
the house in memory of his son, who had been killed in
_action in the Second World War and established a charity
to own and run the museum. Jane Austen’s House opened
to the public in 1949 and began collecting furnishings and
items for display.




and today holds an internationally significant collection of
Austen-related material, from rare handwritten letters to
first editions and treasured personal belongings. We
regularly welcome over 40,000 visitors a year, and have a
thriving events and exhibitions programme, both onsite and

Jane Austen S House IS fully Aooredlted under the Arts
Council England scheme and operates according to the UK
Museums Association’s Code of Ethics. It isa member of

4 various sector groups including the Association of
Independent Museums (AIM), Tourism South East and the
" Association of Cultural Enterprises.

A TR Y 15
- V. 2 G .....u..,ui m
Our Charitable Objectives

13

The advancement of education and in particular the study
- of English Literature, especially the life and works of Jane
. Austen. Activities in furtherance of this will include the
¥ maintenance of'a museum for the public benefit in the house

at Chawton, Hampshire that was Jane Austen’s home for the

last eight years of her life”.
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‘( trustees, bringing together a talented, experienced and
diverse board with specialisms in museums, arts and
' heritage, learning, advertising, law and finance, that delivers

, , %/ new and existing board members, with a focus on developing
B o | ; o 75 strategy for the next three years

7 Jane Austen’s House employs a team of 15 staff,at a FTE of
8. The team is hard working, dedicated and innovative,
delivering above budget performance and creating exciting
programming, interpretation and secondary spend offers.
They are ambitious for the future of the charity, with a deep
understanding of the collections and the significance of the
| House. True brand ambassadors, they have a genuine

» affection for Austen’s work, and a drive to communicate and
il promote herlegacy
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office@janeaustens.house
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