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Classroom Activities:
This document contains a large bank of tasks, intended to bring the enjoyment of Jane Austen’s works into your classroom. We suggest a pick-n-mix approach: choose the activities that will best suit your students and remove the rest! Some of the GCSE resources may suit more ambitious KS3 students and, in turn, some GCSE students may relish the challenge of tasks in the A Level section. 
The Assessment Objectives (AOs) common across exam boards for English, English Language and English Literature are here as a guide, to ensure students explore the full spectrum of skills expected by examiners. 
Some of the tasks have been written with more accessible vocabulary, sentence scaffolding and formatted in larger fonts and with expanded character spacing, for those students who require additional support. Make sure to scroll through the entire document to see all the activities.

Some of these activities make use of a short video of Captain Wentworth, from Persuasion, chapter 23
Watch it here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nsL6zGy81sM 

Captain Wentworth’s Letter 				          	KS3 HA Challenge 
Drama
How would you perform this letter as a monologue? 
Annotate a copy of the letter with note on the paralanguage you would advise an actor to use. 
Be sure to refer to specific advice on pace, pitch, facial express, gesture and posture.



Now watch the video. How does the performance compare to your advice for an actor? Pick three specific moments on which to comment on the similarities or differences. 

Does it present a different Wentworth to the character that you imagined? 



AO2 Language 
Choose three quotations from the letter on 

Wentworth’s feelings  
-
-
-
Wentworth’s ideas about Anne Elliot 
-
 -           
-


Look closely at the syntax of Wentworth’s letter. Experiment with adding conjunctions to the start of Austen’s sentences and try reading it out loud to a partner before and after. How does it change the tone of the letter? Use what you have found to write about the impact of asyndeton in this extract. 

Austen deftly portrays Wentworth’s raw emotions through structural devices. The syntax of the letter….


Write a dramatic monologue for Wentworth as he deliberates over writing the letter. 


Compare the syntax Austen uses in Wentworth’s letter to that she employs elsewhere in the text to convey a character in a contrasting manner. 


Compare and contrast Wentworth’s letter to Mr Darcy’s proposal in Chapter 35 of “Pride and Prejudice”. 


AO3 Context 
Would readers today see the letter in a different light to Austen’s first readers? 




Why might readers from 1817, when “Persuasion” was first published, criticise Wentworth? 




Imagine that you are a servant who happens to see the letter before Wentworth delivers it. What are your thoughts about your master and Anne? What do you think he should do? Show your understanding of historical context. 
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